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Fáilte go Ros Mhic Treoin chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch 
daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
New Ross Tidy Towns is very welcome to the 2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns competition. It was a pleasure to visit 
New Ross to see all the positive changes that have taken place in recent years. Thank you for your clearly-laid out 
entry form accompanied by helpful photos and work plan. Your regular meetings and organised structure ensure 
plenty is getting done.  You work in close collaboration with Wexford County Council as well as other outside 
agencies such as Inland Fisheries.  A wide range of local businesses, clubs and groups support your efforts.  We 
are delighted to hear that all New Ross schools are so environmentally aware – the future is bright. You make good 
use of traditional communications channels to get your messages out there. You might consider a way to increase 
your following on Facebook, in order to reach a wider audience – an engaging heritage photographic campaign for 
instance to get people talking and sharing?  It appears that your committee was relaunched in 2021 and your 
Facebook page set up then – a great start.    Lean leis an dea-obair. Keep up the good work.
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This category has received strong focus and the results are clear to see.  Serious efforts are being made to bring 
your lovely laneways such as Conduit Lane back to life. Some of these lanes are quiet so it would be lovely to see 
some outlets opened or a market offering to increase footfall. No doubt there are longer terms plans in this regard. 
Credit to Wexford County Council for this and for proving grant supports for shopfront painting and enhancement. 
Hopefully a few more businesses will be encouraged to participate in future schemes for the overall benefit of the 
town. The recent pandemic led to further funding to outdoor dining facilities – these new additions add to the 
character and vibrancy as do the eye-catching murals completed by Waterford Walls. Goat Hill is now a fantastic 
feature area as well as improving connectivity between the upper and lower part of town. The quirky colour-scheme 
at Sugar House Lane really makes an impact and will draw people to the street. It would be lovely to see a few other 
streets think about a co-ordinated colour scheme to enhance the streetscape. We are glad to see that efforts have 
been made to reclaim the space at the historical Maiden Gate site. Perhaps in future years, future efforts could be 
made to enhance it as a civic meeting space. Three Bullet Gate Park is a popular little spot among the locals – 
maintained by Tidy Towns and local residents. We note that Wexford County Council has carried out some upgrade 
works here in incorporate new paving and planting beds. Some buildings (among others) that caught the eye 
included the red-brick post office, P Nolan, The Bakehouse, Campbell’s, O’ Brien’s (hopefully all the kegs were 
because it was delivery day?), Town & Country, Harbour Master’s building, Bridge Stores and John G Flynn 
Solicitors. The Municipal District Office occupies an impressive period building. Hanging (Christmas?) lights obscure 
the sign at Caesar Palace.  Supervalu is neat in appearance. We admired the ‘New Ross in Times Gone By’ shop 
window display. The Dunbrody visitor facility and surrounding area is one of the town highlights. You have some 
lovely traditional details such as the ‘John Murphy Salmon Exporter’ feature doorway and ‘Walsh Tailor’. We hope 
these unique pieces of built heritage are treasured and preserved.
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window display. The Dunbrody visitor facility and surrounding area is one of the town highlights. You have some 
lovely traditional details such as the ‘John Murphy Salmon Exporter’ feature doorway and ‘Walsh Tailor’. We hope 
these unique pieces of built heritage are treasured and preserved.

Works at High Hill were in full flow. Designed as a medieval garden to tie in with the Norman story, this will be a 
beautiful attraction when complete.  All is in good order at Pearse Park, where we observed the busy new 
playground. The rear entrance to this park could be freshened up and made more inviting.  Please give timeframes 
on your new projects (e.g. month/year) so that we can award you marks accordingly. Well done to all involved in 
achieving a Green Flag award for both Pearse Park and the lovely Library park.  The Municipal District supports the 
town with the provision of hanging baskets, with a recent move towards some pollinator-friendly plants in the mix. 
The riverwalk is well-maintained and popular with locals and visitors alike, with some attractive pockets of mixed 
planting.

Working in partnership with other local groups is certainly a good idea for this category.  Well done to the local 
scouts for taking part in the Bee Friendly planting initiative. This was also mentioned in last year’s entry. Is it an 
annual project?  We need more clarity on your timeframes. We stopped by the impressive information signage at 
Pearse Park – eye catching and top quality. We like the ‘outdoor classroom’ vibe here. Old graveyards such as the 
Quaker graveyard, can provide a haven for wildlife. Please do seek good advice regarding low level management of 
this area, for example grass management. We look forward to an update next time.  The clean up of litter here will 
hopefully deter future dumping. Your ongoing maintenance work at the Maudlins & Nappers Ponds is noted, in 
conjunction with New Ross Men’s Shed.

Your litter picks are frequent and targeted.  We like your organised approach in mapping out four routes for weekly 
litter picking and focusing on identified litter black spot areas.  Barrow and New Ross River rescue teams support 
your regular river clean ups. We assume you get good advice from Inland Fisheries on carrying out this work with 
minimal environmental impact?   Please let us know. Having the support of so many schools to assist with litter 
control throughout the town helps to share the work load and maintain a cleaner town. Well done to all your 
volunteers. The Green Dog Walkers' scheme is a positive and pro-active way to raise awareness of the nuisance of 
dog litter and to encourage responsible dog ownership. This initiative and the related stencils are supported by New 
Ross Municipal District. We observed several dog litter bins with bags provided. 
Graffitti was observed in one or two laneways (no name plate) so perhaps these areas can be added to the list for 
future art projects?  Disabled parking and pedestrian crossing markings need to be refreshed in places, for a tidier 
appearance. A planter in one of the car parks (between Quays and Main St) contained dead plants so needs to be 
adopted. Bottle banks were in neat order.

We love the sound of the ‘Plants for display’ initiative that crosses over between three community groups – 
allotments group, Men’s Shed and Tidy Towns.  It is wonderful that you can stand back and see the fruits of your 
labours brightening up the town each year.  We wish you well with securing a 2nd polytunnel. Well done to New 
Ross Rugby Club for taking the lead in discouraging the use of single use plastics and promoting reuse – as seen 
on their jersey logos. We love to hear that there is an allotments group in town as we are assured there will be a 
sustainability ethos when it comes to planting, weeding, composting and watering.  Your ongoing engagement with 
this group is welcomed. The Dog Walkers scheme is relevant to the ‘Litter’ category. Reuse initiatives such as your 
relaunched (2021) ‘take a book’ scheme are a simple but effective way of giving something another lease of life 
while at the same time raising awareness.

We are encouraged to hear that you actively work with and support residential committees throughout the town.  
Well done to Mount Carmel residents for special efforts to enhance their entrance on the Ring Road. Running local 
competitions is a good way to get people interested and involved. No doubt it also sparks off some friendly rivalry! 
Do give us an update next time. Residential areas are further supported by grants from Wexford County Council and 
encouraged through the Local Authority Estates competition. New Ross has attractive streetscapes of older housing 
stock that lend character to the town.  Several estates were observed in passing – in the main neat and litter-free. 
Some minor littering was observed on the entrance road to Priory Court. Well done to all involved.

The 108 bilingual street name plates are a welcome addition and made our navigation of the town very manageable. 
They do indeed giver a sense of the town’s history as do the excellent signs denoting the walled town entrances. 
Your yearly maintenance projects include the three planted boats on the Waterford Road, supported by your CE 
workers as well as a major tidy up of this busy approach. It is interesting to note that the opening of the New Ross 
bypass has led to increased traffic and litter on the Oaklands Road, which your volunteers constantly monitor. We 
note also that public realm works on the N30 junction have been completed, including upgrade of footpaths, removal 
of overhead cables and lighting upgrade. Tourist information signage is in good order, particularly the New Ross 
Heritage Trail map at Pearse Park.  The North Quay area feels a little forgotten and overridden with cars. Hopefully 
it will benefit from future investment. The new South East Greenway will be a huge boost to the town’s economy and 
vitality when it opens in 2023.  We would love to know if your group had any involvement in consultations around 
this important project?

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



it will benefit from future investment. The new South East Greenway will be a huge boost to the town’s economy and 
vitality when it opens in 2023.  We would love to know if your group had any involvement in consultations around 
this important project?

Concluding Remarks:

There appears to our outside eye to be a renewed sense of pride in the town. New Ross Tidy Towns should take 
pride in the contribution you continue to make to making New Ross a better place to live, work and visit. The 
increasing number of visitors to your lovely town is testament to this. Several major enhancement projects have 
been completed in recent months, in conjunction with Wexford County Council. Congratulations on your efforts to 
date and keep up the good work.


